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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed 9/6/2005. 

Status of Claims 

[1] Claims 1-4, 7, 10, 13-17 are allowable /in view of the examiner's amendment below. 

Claim Objections 

[2] Applicant has addressed all objections to the Claims in the amendment filed 9/6/2005. 
Accordingly, all objections to the disclosure have been withdrawn by the Examiner. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
[3] Claims 1-4, 7, 10, 13-17 are allowed. 

Examiner's Amendment 
[4] An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Authorization for this 
examiner's amendment was given in a telephone conversation with Mr. Waller on 9/27/2005. 

The examiner has amended the application as follows: 

In the Claims: 

Please replace Claim 1 with the following: 

^(Currently Amended), An earring for a pierced ear comprising: 

(a) a shaft, said shaft being mounted on a base; 

(b) a connector having a top surface and a bottom surface, a cavity with means for 
engaging said shaft for fitting flush against a pierced ear on said bottom surface and an adapter 
projecting from said top surface of the connector, said adapter being a nipple; and 
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(c) a cap having a cavity to receive said adapter on one side and a decorative aspect of the 
earring attached on the other side, said cap comprising a flexible component capable of 
expanding to receive said nipple and retracting to grasp said nipple when said nipple and said 
cavity are pressed together. 

Please replace Claim 10 with the following: 

10 (Currently Amended)<A method of wearing an earring for a pierced ear comprising a 
shaft, said shaft having a base; a connector having a top surface and a bottom surface, a cavity 
with means for engaging said shaft for fitting flush against a pierced ear on said bottom surface 
and an adapter projecting from said top surface of the connector, said adapter being a nipple; and 
a cap having a cavity to receive said adapter on one side and a decorative aspect of the earring 
attached on the other side, said cap comprising a flexible component capable of expanding to 
receive said nipple and retracting to grasp said nipple when said nipple and said cavity are 
pressed together comprising the step of: 

(a) inserting said shaft through a pierced ear wherein said base is capable of fitting flush 
against a back of a pierced ear and said shaft protrudes from a front of a pierced ear; 

(b) affixing said connector onto said shaft by inserting said shaft into said cavity wherein 
said adapter is positioned away from a front of a pierced ear; and 

(c) affixing said cap to said adapter such that said decorative aspect is positioned away 
from a front of a pierced ear. 

Please replace Claim 13 with the following: 

1 3 (Currently Amended). An earring for a pierced ear comprising: 
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(a) a shaft, said shaft being mounted on a base; 

(b) a connector having a top surface and a bottom surface, a cavity with means for 
engaging said shaft for fitting flush against a pierced ear on said bottom surface and an adapter 
projecting from said top surface of the connector, said adapter being a pin having a flat head 
extending perpendicularly from the top surface of said connector; and 

(c) a cap having a key-hole-shaped slot capable of receiving said pin head of said adapter 
on one side and a decorative aspect of the earring attached on the other side. 

Please replace Claim 17 with the following: 

17 (Currently Amended) % A method of wearing an earring for a pierced ear comprising a 
shaft, said shaft being mounted on a base; a connector having a top surface and a bottom surface, 
a cavity with means for engaging said shaft for fitting flush against a pierced ear on said bottom 
surface and an adapter projecting from said top surface of the connector, said adapter being a pin 
having a flat head extending perpendicularly from the top surface of said connector; and a cap 
having a keyhole-shaped slot capable of receiving said pin head of said adapter on one side and a 
decorative aspect of the earring attached on the other side comprising the step of: 

(a) inserting said shaft through a pierced ear wherein said base is capable of fitting flush 
against a back of a pierced ear and said shaft protrudes from a front of a pierced ear; 

(b) affixing said connector onto said shaft by inserting said shaft into said cavity wherein 
said adapter is positioned away from a front of a pierced ear; and 

(c) affixing said cap to said adapter such that said decorative aspect is positioned away 
from a front of a pierced ear. 
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Reasons for Allowance 
[5] The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art, 
including DiDomenico, Baughman, Kogen, and Float et al., and Fountoulakis either alone or in 
combination with corresponding limitations as stated above, fails to teach or disclose of the 
positional interrelationship between the shaft, base, connector with adapter, and cap; with said 
cap being able to receive said adapter by expanding to receive said nipple and retracting to grasp 
said nipple when the two are press together; as well as an alternate embodiment with the cap 
possessing keyhole-shaped slot capable or receiving a pin head of said adapter. Therein lies no 
motivation to combine the nipple structure of Baughman to that of DiDomenico since Baughman 
shows of a connector possessing both a shaft and cavity to receive said nipple as opposed to the 
base maintaining the shaft, and cap possessing the cavity to receive nipple as currently claimed 
in the instant invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by Applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee, and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

[6] Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David C. Reese whose telephone number is 571-272-7082. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 6:00 pm M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J J. Swann can be reached at (571) 272-7075. Please also note the change in the 
fax phone number to (571) 273-8300 for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Sincerely, 
David Reese 
Assistant Examiner 
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